XXXVlil                              BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH
to his great joy, he found he could again take up engineering as a profession, in spite of all the dismal prognostications to the contrary.
It may "be interesting at this point to have a side-light thrown on his personality, taken from the Memoir of John Nichol*, his friend and in after years his colleague at the University of Glasgow. Talking of the Thomson family Nichol thus describes the eldest son. " Of the sons I liked James best. He was crotchety and apt to be sulky with those who would not enter into his crotchets; here, as far as I know, his faults end. He was steadfast, independent, straightforward, quiet, unobtrusive, with more Scotch than Irish blood in his veins, and yet it ran warmly enough for his friends, and at a later period I had the honour to be one of them. His passion was engineering; he was always on the eve of inventing something that was going to revolutionize trade. He used to show me lots of models, and often when we were in Arran together he would walk out to try his boats or his wheels on the streams, as a chemist goes to make. an experiment that will test the worth or worthlessness of years of toil, or the astronomer goes to look for the star whose place he has predicted with the help of a million figures. I believe some of these inventions were excellent, but there was always some practical obstacle which prevented their bringing to the inventor either the fame or the fortune they merited. James was an idealist in his way...."
In the winter of 1848—9 an epidemic of cholera devastated Glasgow, and carried off many of her most valued citizens, among others Professor James Thomson senior, who died on January 12, 1849,- aged 62. The following letter written by James to his friend J. E. McClean will show better than any words the relationship that subsisted between father and son.
"Jan. 26, 1849.
The loss of our much loved father is the cause of great sorrow to all of us. On me, who was so dependent on him, this calamity falls very heavily. He was the chief object of my love, and my main adviser and supporter in all difficulties. He participated and sympathized in all my joys and sorrows, and was the most intimate, as well as the dearest friend I had."
When Lord Kelvin, then over eighty years of age, was installed * MacLehose and Sons.